ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 


A semiconductor integrated circuit includes a processor for executing 
application code from a memory and a verifier processor arranged to receive the 
application code via the same internal bus as the processor. The verifier processor 
performs a verification function to check that the application code is authentic. The 
verifier processor runs autonomously and cannot be spoofed as it receives the 
application code via the same internal bus as the main processor. An additional 
instruction monitor checks the code instructions from the CPU and also impairs the 
operation of the circuit unless the address of code requested is in a given range. The 
code is in the form of a linked list and the range is derived as a linked list table during a 
first check. 
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